THE DAWN OF LIBERATION

and his friends remain, in the view of His Majesty's Government, the
only light which burns for Poland in the immediate future.

Just as I said that if the Polish Government had agreed, in the
early part of this year, upon the frontier there never would have been
any Lublin Committee to which Soviet Russia had committed herself,
so I now say that if Mr. Mikolajczyk could swiftly have returned to
Moscow early in November, as he hoped and expected to do, with the
power to conclude an agreement on the frontier line, Poland might
now have taken her full place in the ranks of the nations contending
against Germany, and would have had the full support and friendship
of Marshal Stalin and the Soviet Government. That opportunity,
too, has been, for the time being, suspended. This prospect has
vanished like the last. One is reminded of the story of the Sibylline
books, in which on every occasion the price remained the same and
the number of volumes decreased, until at last they had to be bought
on the most unfavourable terms. Mr. Mikolajczyk's ordeal has
been a most severe and painful one. Torn between the love of his
country and the intense desire to reach a settlement with her mighty
neighbour, which was most abhorrent to many of Ins fellow-country-
men, confronted with the obstinate and inflexible resistance of his
London colleagues, whose veto was like the former Liberum Veto,
which played so great a part in the ruin of Poland, with these circum-
stances around him, Mr. Mikolajczyk decided to resign. Almost a
month has passed since then, and now I imagine that the prospects of
a reconciliation between the Polish Government and the Lublin
Committee, with the Soviet Government behind them, have definitely
receded; although they might perhaps advance again were Mr.
Mikolajczyk able to speak with authority for the fortunes of the
Polish nation.

The consequences of this recession of hopes of a working agreement
between Russia and the Poles have been masked to British eyes by
the fact that the Russian Armies on the long Vistula Front have been
motionless ; but when they move forward, as move forward they
surely will, and the Germans are expelled from large new tracts of
Poland, the area administered by the Lublin Committee will grow,
and its contacts with the Soviet Government will become more intimate
and strong. I do not know what misfortunes will attend such a
development. The absence of an agreement may well be grievous
for Poland, and the relations and misunderstandings between the
advancing Russian armies and the Polish underground movement may
take forms which will be most painful to all who have the permanent
well-being of Poland and her relations with Russia at heart. The
fact that a Prime Minister resigns and that a new Government is
formed does not, of course, affect the formal diplomatic relations
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